Effects of prolonged poisoning by Russell's viper venom on blood coagulation, platelets and fibrinolysis.
The effects of Russell's viper venom on blood coagulation, platelets and the fibrinolytic enzyme system were studied in rabbits after injecting repeated doses of 0.05 MLD of the venom. Thrombocytopenia was the earliest change to appear. It was followed by rise in serum fibrinogen degradation products and prolongation of prothrombin time, activated partial thromboplastin time and thrombin time indicating a progressive consumption coagulopathy and activation of fibrinolysis. Red blood cell morphology was unchanged during the first three weeks; whereas the fragmentation appeared after the fourth week and it increased in severity with further envenomations, i.e. when chronic DIC was established.